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FAILINGS at Addenbrooke’s have been
slammed by a health watchdog, which has
demanded that the hospital carry out an
urgent review.
Bosses at Cambridge University Hospitals
(CUH), which includes Addenbrooke’s
and the Rosie, have been told to shape
up care or face further action from
independent regulator Monitor.
In a damning assessment, the
foundation hospitals watchdog said
Addenbrooke’s was in “significant
breach of its authorisation”
because it:
■■ Failed to hit national targets
in waiting times for cancer
treatment, treatment referral
and A&E;
■■ Delivered poor financial
performance;
■■ Did not respond to earlier
warnings; and
■■ Witnessed eight so-called
never events in the space of a
year – surgical equipment
was left inside a patient in
one episode, the wrong

AAppppeeaall CCoouurrtt wwiinn
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MMootthhbbaalllleedd ppuubb
wwiillll sseerrvvee aaggaaiinn
ONE of
Cambridge’s
mothballed
pubs is
getting going
again under
new
management.
The Alexandra
Arms, in
Gwydir Street, closed several
months ago, but is due to
reopen next week.

Full story – page 8
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A KNIFE-wielding flasher who
carried out a sex attack on a
woman in Cambridge has
been freed by a court from
supervision.
The Appeal Court decided a
licence imposed on Jason
Wakefield was not lawful.

Full story – page 5
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■ RACHEL ALLEN
Health correspondent

Hospital in need
of emergency care

■■ Turn to page 5

PLANS to replace Victorian
homes in Cambridge with two
big office blocks have been
rekindled.
Councillors rejected the
scheme in Wilton Terrace, but
developer Brookgate says it
aims to submit a revised
proposal.

Full story – page 2▼▼



FOCUS

IT is very sad to have to report the criticism
of Cambridge’s hospitals by the regulator
Monitor.

Over the years we have become
accustomed to telling readers about the
superlative achievements of Addenbrooke’s
and the Rosie – and the news that they have
been falling short of what is expected comes
as a shock and a disappointment.

The health watchdog has demanded a
rapid turnaround, and we fully endorse that
view. The hospitals are very large, and serve
not only a regional catchment, but a national
one. They have a wide range of
responsibilities and stiff targets to meet.

Of course, Addenbrooke’s still has
dedicated and talented staff, which should
give us some confidence that the situation
can be turned around.

It needs to be – for the people they care
for expect, and deserve, the very best.

We’ll drink to that
AFTER all the recent doom and gloom in the
pubs trade, with hostelries closing left, right
and centre, it is refreshing to see that the
future looks rosy for Cambridge’s Alexandra
Arms. It has ambitious plans, and deserves to
succeed. We wish the pub all the very best.

Nurse it back
to full health
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Open Air,
Green Street
MOST clothing
shops hate it
when the
weather’s bad,
but Guy Morton,
boss of Open
Air, loves it when
it rains, hails and
blows a gale. His
shop, which
opened in 1990,
provides every
kind of apparel
imaginable for
outdoor
activities. Guy
said: “We’re split into three shops – one for
menswear and outdoor equipment, one for
women’s clothing, and a short distance away,
a shop for everything below the knee: shoes,
socks etc. I suppose you could say that in our
business, every cloud has a silver lining.”

St John’s Chop House, Northampton Street

SPECIALISING in traditional meaty British
food, this restaurant is part of a company
called Cambscuisine, which also owns The
Tickell Arms at Whittlesford, The Cock at
Hemingford Grey and The Boathouse at Ely.
Matt Marshall, general manager of the Chop
House, said: “We get plenty of business from
the Cambridge corporate scene and from the
colleges. I think there’s a very buoyant scene
for independent restaurants in Cambridge.
“People want choice, and something outside
the mainstream of all the restaurant chains you
see in every town and city.”

The Flower
House,
Magdalene
Street
OWNER Sharon
Strath took over
the florist
premises about
four years ago,
having already
run a flower
shop at
Huntingdon – Marlborough’s – for about
eight years. She said: “Cambridge is a great
place for florists – not many people perhaps
realise, but there are four or five in the city.
We’ve just been through our busy summer
period, with weddings, and it’s the sort of
business that people will always need:
babies are born, people get married, people
die, and relatives always want to mark the
fact with nice flowers.”

Kettle’s Yard,
Castle Street
ONCE a row of
derelict cottages,
Kettle’s Yard is
not easily
categorised. It is
an art gallery,
and a museum,
and a collection
of unusual items
that formerly filled the home of the man who
lived there, ex-Tate Gallery curator Jim Ede.
Suzie Biller, in charge of marketing there, said:
“We have a shop, but we’re essentially a not-
for-profit organisation, supported by
Cambridge University, the Arts Council, trusts
and other bodies. We’re also absolutely
unique, one of a kind – and I think that’s what
makes us so popular with local people and
visitors.”

Sea Tree, The
Broadway,
Mill Road
AN unusual
business that
was a finalist
in last year’s
BBC Radio 4
Food and
Farming
Awards, the Sea Tree serves up not only a
big selection of wet fish and seafood, but the
fried variety as well, with chips. Manager
Carl Green said: “We sell wet fish of all
sorts, as well as traditional fish and chips,
and we do gluten-free fish and chips too.
We’ve been open about three years, and we
love being in Mill Road. There’s such a good
vibe here – you’re always seeing different
faces coming through the door.”

Modish, Green Street

SHOES are things that go on your feet, but
they’re about much more than that, according
to Sarah Decent, owner of Modish. She
already runs a shoe shop in Saffron Walden,
and decided to branch out into Cambridge
because “I knew there was a good market for
what I sell.” She said: “People don’t just want
comfortable shoes, they want good-looking
ones as well, and that’s what I offer. This
summer has been dreadful because of the
weather, but otherwise business is good – and
Green Street is such a lovely location.”

G David, St
Edward’s Passage
ONE of Cambridge’s
oldest businesses, G
David got started in
1896 on the market
square, and now
resides in St

Edward’s Passage close to the Guildhall. Brian
Colllings, who has worked for the bookseller
since 1964, said: “It’s a struggle, of course, but
what’s keeping us going is the fact that we
offer a combination of books at reduced
prices, and antiquarian books as well. We’ve
also had excellent support from our landlords,
King’s College.”

Northrop butchers, Mill Road

WHAT future for independent butcher’s
shops, when the shelves of Asda, Sainsbury
and Tesco are groaning with pre-packs?
Andrew Northrop, managing director of
Northrop, which has also taken over the
former Andrews butcher’s in Burleigh Street,
said: “We can’t compete on price, obviously,
but what we can offer is local meats, cut in
the way a customer wants them. We also
offer trust – people know they can trust us
on hygiene, meat handling and quality.”

Adilia’s Norfolk Street Bakery
OWNER Adilia
Frazao has a long
working day. She
starts baking at
3am, and it goes
from there, so it’s
just as well that
she is passionate
about the food
she produces. The business only got started a
couple of months ago, but the early signs are
good. Portuguese-born Adilia said: “I had been
working as a bakery chef, and I wanted to start
out on my own. I use my own recipes, and
adapt them to the seasons, such as using more
spices in winter. It is hard work, but I love what
I do.”

JJ Vincent Ceramic
Animals
IF you have ever wanted
to immortalise your dog
or cat, why not recreate
them as a ceramic?
Trevor JJ Vincent fell in
love with modelling in
clay as a 12-year-old, and
a few years ago went to night classes in
ceramics at Hills Road Sixth Form College.
He said: “After doing that I realised I could
make a business out of it, and it has gone
really well. I make all sorts of animals,
including copies of people’s pets – I’m also
working on a 12-inch high human figure at
present, for a 60th birthday.” He works from
home – details at www.jjvincent.com.

A celebration of our
independent firms
A NEW book celebrating all that is best about Cambridge’s independent shops and other
ventures has just been published. Here, chief reporter CHRIS ELLIOTT speaks to 10 of the
businesses featured inside. Independent Cambridge, published by PHL, is out now, priced
£7.99, and more information can be found online at www.independent-cambridge.co.uk.


